This short research report is based upon previous editions of "Amish Settlements across North America," which was published periodically in Family Life. It accounts for new settlements founded since the last edition (2008), as well as settlements which are recently extinct. The information is presented in a series of six tables, including a list of all Amish settlements as of September 30, 2013 (Table 1) . Table 2 summarizes the number of settlements and church districts in each state, while Tables 3 and 4 shows trends in settlement increases, decade by decade, since 1900. Table 5 is a list of settlements which became extinct between 2009 and September 30, 2013. Finally, Table 6 describes 15 facts about Amish settlements -past and present -plus, a projection about future settlement growth. We include a map showing the geographic distribution of settlements across Canada and the United States.
The last published directory of Amish settlements included all known communities, as of December 2008 (Luthy 2009) . At that time, there were 402 settlements and 1,735 church districts. This new list shows 472 Amish settlements and 2,012 church districts through September 2013. In the short period of four years and nine months-45 months in all-there has been a net increase of 70 settlements and 277 church districts.
The increase in the number of church districts reflects the continual growth of the Amish population. The increase in the number of settlements reflects the need for affordable land / real estate to accommodate the rising population. One estimate places the current doubling time (i.e., the time it takes a population to double in size) of the Amish at 21.25 years (Donnermeyer and Cooksey 2010) . Family size and the high percentage of daughters and sons who decide to be baptized in the Amish faith when they reach the age of decision are the two most immediate factors that explain this growth (Donnermeyer and Cooksey 2010) . However, behind these two facts are more fundamental reasons associated with religious values and the gulf between mainstream North American society and the ways Amish church and community are organized.
For this article, we maintain the same definition of an Amish settlement used in previous editions of the Amish Settlements across America series, printed and distributed by Pathway Publishers:
To be included in this directory, a new settlement must initially have at least three resident households-or two, if one household head is in the ministry. Each new settlement will either soon grow or falter and disband. Formerly active settlements are not included if church services are no longer held, even though a few families or members may still reside there (Luthy 2009, 1) .
Although as little as two or three families may seem to some to hardly constitute an active settlement, the definition has a decided advantage. There is little room for interpretation when the number of households is set at so low a threshold, because the real focus should not be on numbers, but on the ability of a fledging community to hold a church service. For example, would five families or 10 families be better cut-offs? We think not! Also maintained are two other features from previous editions of Amish Settlements across America: …to be included in this directory, the settlement must forbid ownership of motor vehicles and use the name 'Amish'. Thus, included are not merely standard Old Order Amish settlements, but New Order Amish, Swartzentruber Amish, Troyer Amish, Nebraska Amish, and even small splinter groups. The only time that distinctions are made in the directory's state-by-state listing is when two types of Amish establish separate settlements at the same location (Luthy 2009, 2) .
However, we do not include groups considered to be "para-Amish" (Waldrep 2008) 2 such as the plain communities at Bergholz, Ohio; Caneyville and Hestand, Kentucky; and Lobelville, Tennessee.
Finally, we adhere to the same conservative approach to the list of Amish communities adopted in previous editions of Amish Settlements across America. Again, to quote: Caution should always be used before declaring a shrinking settlement as extinct. Undoubtedly, there are a few in this directory which may be nearing extinction, but a 'wait and see' policy is always best. Caution must also be used to avoid including a new settlement which actually does not qualify. Such a mistake occurred in the 2003 directory when Oakfield, Wisconsin was shown as having been founded in 1998. It was included because the Kingston, Wisconsin scribe referred to it as 'a new settlement.' When later contacted about its existence, he said that only one family had ever moved there. He explained that 'more had plans, but they never materialized.' The one family there soon moved back to the Kingston community. Thus, Oakfield never really was a settlement. Nor was Hiseville, Kentucky which also was mistakenly included in the 2003 directory (Luthy 2009, 2) .
Included in this report are six tables that summarize both past and recent developments in the spread of Amish settlements throughout North America. Table 1 is a list of existing settlements, state by state, including the year a community was founded and the estimated number of church districts associated with each settlement. For church district estimates, we relied on two primary sources. One was reports from scribes about "statistics for this community" as found in The Budget, Die Botschaft, and The Diary. The other was the most recent edition of The New American Almanac 2013 (Raber 2012) , which includes a list of church leaders for most, but not all, church districts.
Communities range from as far east as Fort Fairfield, Maine, and as far south as Pinecraft, Florida. The settlement near Rexford, Montana, has a dual distinction. It is the northernmost Amish settlement, with a latitude greater than both the Englehart or Earlton settlements in Ontario. It is also the westernmost Amish community, with a longitude greater than the recently founded settlement near Salmon, Idaho. Table 2 is a summary of Amish settlements, along with the number of church districts for each state / province. Altogether, Amish settlements can be found in 30 U.S. states and the Canadian province of Ontario. Pennsylvania has the largest number of settlements (55), followed closely by Ohio (54), but Ohio has more church districts. An estimate of the number of Amish living in those two states for 2010, which can be found in an article from the first issue of the Journal of Amish and Plain Anabaptist Studies (Donnermeyer, Anderson, and Cooksey 2012) , also estimated their populations to be very close in size.
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By number of settlements, New York now ranks third, with 50, but by number of church districts, Indiana is far ahead of the Empire State. The reason is simple: Indiana includes 5 large settlements (all founded in the 1800s). In contrast, Conewango Valley founded in 1949 is the oldest New York settlement, and is one of only two settlements with more than ten church districts in the state.
The recent and incredible increase of settlements in New York can be seen in Table 3 Each decade since 1970 shows a different state where new communities were concentrated. In the 1970s, the leader was Pennsylvania, and in the 1980s, Michigan hosted more new Amish settlements than any other state / province. By the 1990s, it was Wisconsin and Ohio who witnessed the most settlement growth. During the first decade of the twenty-first century, there was a close four-way race, with New York in the lead, followed by Missouri, Ohio, and Kentucky. And, without question, New York continues to be the "go-to" state since this second decade began.
The number of stars on the map of existing Amish communities graphically shows the unprecedented growth of settlements in New York (see Figure 1 ). The map also shows the spread of Amish settlements into the southern and western regions of the United States and the northern expansion of communities in Maine, Minnesota, and Ontario. Table 4 accounts for the net growth of Amish settlements, decade by decade, since 1900. The far left column shows each decade. The next column to the right shows the number of settlements which began during each decade which still exist today. The total for all decades of the twentieth century and up to September 30, 2013, is 454. A total of 472 is achieved when the 18 still existing settlements which were founded prior to 1900 are included.
The next column shows the number of settlements founded during each decade which did not survive, followed by the fourth column from the left, which shows the total number of communities started in each decade. Simply, the numbers in the fourth column are a summation of the second and third columns. Altogether, up to September 30, 2013, a total of 625 settlements were started since 1900, with 171 that did not survive. The 454 which remain active represents a survival rate of nearly 73% and 27% that failed.
The two columns on the right side of Table 4 show settlement growth in a different way. The column on the far right displays the net gain in settlements, decade by decade. It is a number created by subtracting the actual number of settlements which became extinct during a decade (second column from the right) from the total founded. All but one decade (1930 to 1939) shows a net increase in settlements. Since the beginning of the 21st century, the net gain is an incredible 178 settlements, which translates to a gain of one settlement every 3.72 weeks, after accounting for settlements which became extinct during this same period. Table 5 is a list of recently extinct settlements. Notable on this list is Plain City, Ohio, which was over 100 years old before it ceased to function as a community in 2011. Most of the others were settlements that survived less than 20 years before they became extinct, like Salem, Kentucky (1993 to 2011 .
Some of the recently extinct communities have already been replaced. These include Coral, Michigan; Kirksville / Gibbs, Missouri; and Ebensburg / Nicktown, Pennsylvania. The names of the replacement settlements in Table 1 In keeping with the tradition of previous editions of Amish Settlements across America, we include a number of interesting facts about Amish communities (Table 6 ). It describes both the rapid growth of settlements and interesting facts about particular states and localities. For example, there are ten settlements which straddle a state border. There are three counties next to each other-Crawford and Mercer Counties in Pennsylvania and Ashtabula County in Ohiowhich contain, either completely or partially, 19 distinct Amish communities. This is likely the largest concentration of settlements anywhere.
The last fact (#15) presented in Table 6 is a best guess on the number of settlements there will be in both 2020 and 2050. It seems as though each decade is one where it could be said that "growth won't get any higher," and then it does. However, whether the numbers are going up, down or sideways, they are merely hints about the real story. The real story is about family, church, and community, and how the Amish have found room to grow within the North American societies of Canada and the United States. Prior to 1900* 18 27 ---*Eighteen is the number of settlements founded prior to 1900 that still exist today. Twenty-seven is the number of settlements founded prior to the twentieth century that became extinct anytime after 1900. 2009, 30 are located in counties where there has never been a settlement before, and 50 in counties that already contained a settlement, or one was previously there which became extinct at least several years before the next settlement was established. Hence, it is not a replacement settlement, which are new settlements established about a year after the previous one becomes extinct (Table 1) . 4 15. Accounting for all settlements, both those founded and extinct during the past 23 years and nine months, there is a net gain of one new settlement every 4.64 weeks. This is a conservative estimate because the net gain of settlements (Table 4) "…maintained a set of doctrinal positions and material standards, including the horse-and buggy, that closely parallel those of the Old Order Amish. In each case, though, differences of emphasis, practice, leadership, or setting precluded their being embraced by any other Amish group." 3 A list of the "Twenty-Five Most Amish Counties" can be found in the first issue of JAPAS (see Donnermeyer, Anderson & Cooksey, 2013, Table 8 ). It shows Vernon County, Wisconsin, with six settlements; however, one (LaValle) was almost completely in Sauk County, with only a small population in Vernon. We did not include this in our current considerations. There are a number of other settlements where a small percentage lives in an adjoining county, but too small to be considered significant.
